
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

June 27, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Conference Call Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1) (f) Rocky Jackson 

10:30 AM Update – Veterans Relief Board 

12:00 PM Discussion –County Wide Burn Ban-Kevin Bowling 

  1:30 PM Update – Planning Perry Huston & Guest David Bowen, DOE 

5:30 PM A Quorum of Commissioners (Kennedy & Campbell) will be attending the Republican Forum at the Malott 

Improvement Club in Malott WA for purposes other than a regular or special meeting. 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on June 27, 2016, with, 
Commissioner DeTro Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, and 
Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board present.  
 

The Board of Okanogan County Commissioners convened at 9:00 AM. 

 

Review Consent Agenda 

Commissioners reviewed their consent agenda. 

 

Conference Call Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1) (f) Rocky Jackson 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 9:35 a.m. for 55 minutes inviting 

Perry Huston, Albert Lin and Rocky Jackson to discuss legal matters to which the county is a 

party. Motion was seconded, all were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Executive Session ended at 10:30 AM 

 

Update – Veterans Relief Board 

Mike Stewart and Eric Fritts 

 

Mr. Stewart discussed the membership of the Veterans Board. He isn’t sure he can find anyone 

committed. The one tribal member resigned and didn’t show up again?  He suggested the board 

be changed to advisory committee. 

 

Advisory and do away with the board altogether as they cannot vote or do any business.  

 

The current hospital contract had some issues but the new contract is modified and the hospital 

will get more money. Communication and leadership refuses to interact with each other and the 

contract didn’t get looked at very closely. There is still not full compliance with contract and they 

have been informed of this. The extended care service must wait until rates are known, however 

DAV did kick it up to $668. They will have to wait and see. The Hospital is still losing money on 

the veteran’s services, but close to breaking even. The contract will stay open potentially for 
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Regency to step in as they can spread their costs out. The hospital could have addressed lack 

of funding as allowed in the contract however no attempt was ever made to do so. They did not 

notify the office.  

 

Eric Fritts stated his report was submitted. Outreach is established and it in Twisp every other 

month and working with Room One as they work hand in hand for indigent people with many 

being veterans. There counselor is working with his office and he believes it will be a good fit 

and have been working on a good foot hold there. Coulee Dam he has met with two vets over 

there so they are getting there. They are locating resources in those areas. 

 

A DAV van was discussed. A public hearing is scheduled budget for the $16,200 expense which 

is half the cost of the van, it wasn’t put in the capital outlay line item due to the line not being 

available in his budget. DAV the sponsored the van. It is being logoed right now. Mr. Fritts was 

notified that it would be ready earlier than expected, instead of the three weeks originally. It 

should last around 3-5 years depending on the miles put on it. It will be stationed in Tonasket at 

the Legacy. The drivers live in Tonasket and would be able to secure their personal vehicle at 

the Legacy. He believes our portion of $16,200 is well worth the money as the van will be a 

huge benefit to the disable vets in the county.  Once the new van is obtained Mr. Stewart would 

like discuss decommissioning the old van. 

 

Mr. Fritts stated a change schedule from Wednesday to Thursday so veterans can rely on a set 

schedule and will provide less confusion and more consistency.  

 

They took the hospital through a project plan and training performance expectation and as of 

their last meeting they turned the program over to them. They taught them how to fish and now 

they can fish, they will ensure they fish in the right spot. Their hope is to pull them a bit once in a 

while to keep them on track with the VA program. There is no other entity that would bid on it, 

they have it established and know what they should be doing. One piece is the Patient Aligned 

Care Treatment. PACT which allows triage of a patient to identify the health issue with staff then 

depending on the issue would then be sent to emergent care. It is important to Vets it could be 

that hospital visit would be their responsibility. With this program they would be walked over by 

the triage nurse and billing would be discussed at that time for VA to pay. The VA is not putting 

up with that. Mr. Fritts urged the commissioners to pop in and ask the hospital how they are 

doing and look for the PACT.  

 

Mr. Stewart discussed his belief that many of the issues are due to the hospital not the VA like 

they were originally told. The Vet program is going forward the best it can. He is concerned 

about having another person on staff. They will continue to monitor the hospital. They will get 

compensated for following VA. 

 

Mr. Fritts discussed rural health commissioner in WA DC and what has been discussed in our 

area. The five year contract they should have been communication with the VA on Supplies, 

support, etc… every year and didn’t discuss the issues they were having. The contract could 
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have been opened to address some of the issues the Hospital had. If it goes under it will be 

because the Hospital didn’t do what they were supposed to. 

 

The next step is to convince another entity to take over the veteran’s services to see if a 

program can be taken over by either Confluence health or another larger entity with the 

resources. Business sense wise this is what we could bring to them. The RFP will go out in 

Sept. or October.  

 

Mr. Fritts discussed the possibility of providing a Veterans education program via satellite as 

part of the GI bill education. It would take purchasing software and hardware that would cost 

around $5,000 that would allow veterans to complete college courses for continuing education. 

He doesn’t have it in their budget. He discussed raising the levy to $80,000 again so they can 

grow the program. Mr. Stewart is not entirely for the vets’ education program. He isn’t sure of 

the draw this will generate. It was something one veterans had inquired about. 

 

Discussion –County Wide Burn Ban-Kevin Bowling 

Commissioner DeTro welcomed Mr. Bowling and thanked him for taking time out of his day to 

discuss signing the burn ban resolution.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve resolution 51-2016 the County Wide Burn ban. 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Update – Planning Perry Huston & Guest David Bowen, DOE 

Gina McCoy arrived at 1:40 p.m. 

 

Planning Dept. Budget 

Director Huston discussed the status of his budget. The spreadsheet showed the amounts 

reimbursed by Public Works and amounts paid by Planning Department for 2016.  

 

DOE Water Availability guidelines 

Director Huston discussed the SEPA exemptions that do not match up with the other guidelines. 

He will keep the board posted.  

 

Mr. David Bowen is set to come in this afternoon. He is from Dept. of Ecology, was Kittitas 

County commissioner for one term and county auditor so he knows his way around county 

business.  

 

Char Schumacher attended the Methow Watershed Council meeting for Director Huston. It 

appears the rule revision has not moved more quickly than it has. He has done no outreach on 

the instream flow rule. Are the commissioners ready for him to do that? Commissioner Campbell 

stated a recommendation from Tom Tebb to hold off as current litigation is still taking place on 

the west side of the state in relation to water usage. The most effective players in the discussion 
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is freshen up the discussion with Ben Rough before getting any momentum on the interlocal 

agreement between the Tribe and county for land use.  

 

The approach to check with Twisp and Winthrop was found to be acceptable.  

 

David Bowen discussed DOE and whether there is a burning issue he can take back to 

consider. He is Central Region Office. He explained the types of section manager working out of 

his office. He works with clean water. Commissioner Campbell asked if he Ecology looks at the 

quality of our water in our streams to determine how clean the water is. Mr. Bowen explained 

DOE does monitor when issues are brought to their attention. Yakima Valley has a ground 

water management area and septic systems can contribute to issues. 

 

Water storage programs 

Public outreach and explain 

Forest Management Planning 

Surface water Model –Dr. Connrad was interested in presenting a mini model/full proposal If the 

watershed council can fund this then they could have matching funds. Ms. Schumacher did not 

hear of the costs. There was a lot of discussion about instream rule and many expressed anger 

about it. The detail implementation plan was never adopted.  

 

BLM  

A letter was received in response to the commissioners May 23, 2016 letter requiring 

coordination. (attached) 

 

Zone Code Revisions 

Public Works is preparing a comment to the Transportation element for the zone code or USFS 

Travel Plan. The hearing is scheduled on July 12, 2016. 

 

Attorney Albert Lin arrived at 2:20 p.m.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy discussed an ATV meeting she attended recently. She explained that 

many people were upset about the timing of the discussion. There were concerns about the 

information being correct. The COB should contact USFS due to comment closing on July 8. 

The commissioners would still like to meet with USFS Mike Williams. His office did not respond 

to the several dates suggested for the coordination meeting.  

 

Ted Murray discussed his work on developing the ATV road maps. He provided the 

commissioners with the maps.  He has tried to obtain information and USFS won’t return his 

call. Commissioner DeTro stated they will come out with a pre-determined decision. The 

commissioners want all roads open and then close the individual roads. They go back to the 

classification of the roads, but they haven’t maintained their roads to their standards. The paved 

roads do not receive appropriate maintenance and in some spots the road is worse than gravel 

road. Commissioner DeTro stated we should be prepared with our alternatives and demand the 
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roads all be opened first. Director Huston stated the travel management plan would determine 

the classifications of roads and identify which roads should be closed. They are using only half 

of the travel management rule.  

 

Albert Lin understands that Williams is USFS supervisor and doesn’t understand why he 

continues to ignore the commissioners wish to coordinate. The board would like to go over all 

the roads road by road as that is coordination. Director Huston believes a letter should be 

drafted to Mr. Williams regarding coordination.  

 

Zone Code Revisions 

Does the board wish to go over the zone code or schedule additional time? Commissioner 

Kennedy thought a ½ day would be beneficial to recap the changes. The board secured 

Tuesday, July 5 for more discussion.  

 

Voluntary Stewardship Program 

Director Huston thought the center piece is going to be the inventory. The idea if we develop a 

good understanding of what we have to protect. He further discussed elements that give the 

best understand. There is a lot of material to go through. We have the info from conservation 

district in terms of crop land and other sources. All we are doing is pulling the information 

together.  

 

Director Huston stated not much money has been put into staff so he is hanging on to a fair 

amount of that funds. More discussion in the future.  

 

Conservation Easements Public Hearing July 11, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Capital Facilities 

The board thought the RFQ looked fine for the Architectural services for the Fairgrounds 

Grandstands, M Tank Celling Project.  

 

The M Tank project will need to be discussed further. 

 

Emergency Management –Maurice Goodall 

 

He has come up with names and sent out feelers to department heads and asking them to start 

thinking about people that can be used in the emergency operations center. A hard list is not in 

had but there are people who have said yes. They have people they can go to and initially our 

group will hold a group meeting then branch out from there.  

 

The first initial payment will be sent to those who helped during the last fire disaster and EOC 

operations.  
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The resolution 51-2016 creating a countywide burn ban was discussed, it is effective 

immediately. He further discussed the Omak lake road. He explained that our donated 

resources the amount of donated resources were stopped as we had well exceeded what was 

needed for FEMA info collection. We exceeded what we needed. He stopped because we didn’t 

need anymore. Commissioner Kennedy understood that, but a note taker for the ROC 

misunderstood what he was saying. He cannot make money he can only be made whole.  

 

He thinks he is up to speed with the cities and towns. This week he will be touching bases with 

them. He will send out our CEMP update as it needs to be updated. Commissioner Kennedy 

asked if Mr. Goodall is ready for a disaster to ensure he is well rested and ready physically. Mr. 

Goodall stated yes, everything is good. He updates the Facebook page regularly. The fire crews 

have heard good things through that avenue.  

 

Tonasket EMS 

Director Huston recapped his understanding regarding the Tonasket Contract. The Oroville 

Contract will be used as a model for Tonasket. Mr. Walker would like to assess the equipment, 

building and inventory of the Tonasket EMS. The Church house is not part of the negotiations 

between the county and Life line that is not within the purview of the county to include. Life Line 

wants to evaluate the equipment as well. We could bring in an independent assessment of the 

equipment and building. They are on the hook to provide the service and the last thing they 

want is to breakdown. Director Huston doesn’t have any reservations about that.  

 

Motion Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (g) 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 3:10 p.m. inviting Perry Huston 

and Albert Lin to review the performance of a public employee for 10 minutes. Motion was 

seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Executive Session ended at 3:20 p.m. no decisions were made.  

Juvenile Detention  

Commissioners continued with their Planning Administrator discussion update.  

 

There have been several tax collected for the Juvenile facility. He discussed ballot issues and 

which tax could be voted on for the unknown needed repairs of the Juvenile facility.  

 

420 communications 460 already collecting for Therapeutic courts. Commissioner Kennedy 

asked if the cities could participate in the 1/10 of 1% sales tax. He isn’t sure what the motivation 

of the cities is for the tax. Director Huston is working on an RFQ for the assessment of the 

facilities.  

 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (g)  

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 3:30 p.m. inviting Perry Huston 

to review the performance of a public employee for 15 minutes. Motion was seconded all were 

in favor, motion carried.  
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Executive Session ended at 3:45 p.m. no decisions were made.  

 

Open Forum Malott Improvement Club-Malott, WA. 

A Quorum of Commissioners (Kennedy & Campbell) will be attending the Open Forum at the Malott Improvement Club 

in Malott WA for purposes other than a regular or special meeting. 

 

Commissioner Campbell adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 


